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TAX REFORM IN WV
By the time you receive this bulletin, in its
special session, the legislature may have made
some changes to W ^’s tax laws. However, the
goveinor established a study committee that is
proposing other substantive changes. Dr. Cal
Kent has been an integral part of the Tax
Modernization Project Work Study Group.
The group was charged with reviewing our
current tax structure and providing a report
with suggestions for modernizing our tax
code. Dr. Kent will present the issues, newly
passed laws, and possibilities for changes at
the League’s November 20 meeting at the
Enslow Park Presbyterian Church. Please
invite friends to the meeting. WV’s tax
policies touch every West Virginian, so it is
important for US all to better understand
WV’s tax laws and their effects on our state.
Some of the taxes and issues to consider are
the food tax, business tax rates, loopholes, tax
shelters and breaks, tax enforcement, our
aging population’s effects on income and
ontgd,'help for disadvantaged West
Virginians, making the state tax system fair
both vertically and horizontally, considering
alternative taxes if our tax income is
decreased, and providing an adequate income
for taking care of the needs of West
Virginians. Som^ of those needs include
providing enough investments in education
and infrastructure; ensuring enough
resources for those in need; and continuing
efforts to decrease the burdens of long range
debts such as for pensions.
If you need a ride to the meeting, please
contact Mary Anderson, 523-2032. Also those
who need to ride the elevator at the church
should contact Mary.

ELECTIONS PROJECT FOR CHILDREN
The Youth Service coordinator, Niza Uslan,
at the Cabell County Public Library,
contacted our League asking if we could
provide an elections program for children at
the library. Doris Johnson agreed to be the
presenter. Here is a description of the
program she prepared:
Because the gathering was after school
Doris took snacks, packaged chips, miniature
candy bars, and bottled water. She explained
she wasnH sure what they would prefer as a
snack and thought they would elect a choice
by voting.
There followed some n^ative campaigning
as she described how small and difficult to
unwrap were the chocolate candy bars and
how dull the packaging of the chips. The vote
was by a show of hands with the stipulation
that only those wearing blue jeans were
allowed to vote.
Following the vote, she announced that in
their fair and democratic election, chips had
won. A good prospect for futnre League
membership, a boy protested the election was
not fair. Others then eageriy chimed in to
point out the problem. Asked if we hold fair
elections in our country, the children
hesitantly, now suspicious, thought we do.
T h ^ were then told we started out in our
first Constitution aUowing only white men
who owned land and who were 21 years old or
older to vote. Who did that leave out? This
took a little thinking and a little help.
While the children filed by to take either or
both snacks and a bottle of water, they
discussed why they made the choice they did.
Most agreed it was personal preference but
the possiUlity of allergies or other reasons

were recognized. This led to discussing what
one needs to know before voting. Voters need
to know what decisions will be made by
people in different offices.
Doris then presented information about
seats open in the November election and what
is expected of the office holders
The children were asked if the information
about the candy wrappers and the chip
package was useful, in choosing what they
wanted. It wasn't! They were asked to read or
listen to campaign ads and see if they thought
the information would be helpfiil in learning
what the candidate would do in office. They
were told to try to find where opponents had
different ideas of how thing should be done,
just as some of them had different ideas about
a good snack.
There was a discussion about where to learn
about candidates. Television, newspapers and
internet were favored. It was emphasized that
it is never too eaily to start paying attention.
Even if one isn't old enough to vote, one is old
enough to think and have opinions and to
encourage those who can vote to go to the
polls. It might be fun to go along with them!
Doris then introduced a time line of
important events that extended the right to
vote. She included these events on timeline
cards. If you would like to see the information
that was included on the cards, please contact
Helen Gibbins, gibbinseverizon.net. We
thank Doris for presenting this innovative
program.
LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the
informed and active participation of citizens in
government and influences public policy through
education and advocacy.
Membership in the League is open to women and men
of voting, age. Annnal dues, not tax deductible, are $40
individualism for two in one household and $24 for
students.
To join, send your check to: Ann Spear, Treasurer, 706
Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701
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CALENDAR

November 20,7 pm. Enslow Park
Presbyterian Church. Tax Reform in WV.
Dr. Cal Kent, speaker.
November 27.11:30 am. Beverly Hills
Presbyterian Church. LWV Board meeting.
Januaiy 21. Noon. League meeting.
Program to be determined
REFORMS" T h e LWVUS, along with other organ
izations, issued a report calling for redistricting reform
to counter the distorting effects of genym andering of
many congressional districts. In another press release
the LWVUS asked Congress to pass comprehensive
and effective ethics and lobbying reform These reforms
must include the creation of an independent ethics
enforcement entity in Congress in order to fix the faded
congressional ethics enforcement process
RAHALL TO CHAIR RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Along with the change of party control in the House,
come changes in chairs of committees. Nick RahaU H is
in line to chair the Resources Committee in the new
Congress. Some of the i;;^ponsihilities of the Resources
Committee are Native.American Issues, Insular Areas,
National Parks, Recreation, and Public Lands, Water
and Power, Fisheries Conservation, WUdlife and
Oceans, Energy and Minerals, and Forests and Forest
Health.
On Representative RahaiPs website,
www.honse.gov/rahaU you may sign up for electronic
updates on issues important to you.
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